Heterogeneity between women who received prenatal care in the third trimester and those who received no prenatal care.
To determine whether women who received prenatal care in the third trimester differed from those who received no prenatal care. We analyzed US birth certificates from 1990 through 1992, computing the distribution of live births for women who received prenatal care in the third trimester and for those who received no prenatal care according to eight demographic and pregnancy-related characteristics (age, race, marital status, residence, country of birth, education, interbirth interval, and parity). We used the Cochran-Mantel-Haenszel statistic to test the significance of the differences between the distributions for each characteristic, adjusting simultaneously for the other seven characteristics. Women who received no prenatal care differed from women who received prenatal care in the third trimester for each of the demographic and pregnancy-related characteristics we examined. Among black and unmarried women, the two categories of prenatal care differed by more than 10%. The characteristics of women who received no prenatal care and those of women who received prenatal care in the third trimester were heterogeneous. Strategies to promote earlier prenatal care should be specific and sensitive to women at risk for each category of late entry to prenatal care.